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THE PEERS AND THE PARLIAMENT ACT
WHILE party leaders were contemplating the unpleasing situation described in the previous chapter, the scene was suddenly changed by the death of King Edward, which took place after a short illness on May 6. The King had reigned only nine years, but he had won a unique place for himself by his genial character, and by the tact, good sense and strict impartiality between parties with which he had steered a difficult course. He had an uncommon flair for what the British people liked and expected in their sovereign, and had impressed them with a sense of character and personality which they greatly valued. He was thought to be a wise counsellor, and he sustained the dignity of his position without pomposity or self-assertion. His known approval of the Entente with France, and the friction between him and his nephew, the Kaiser, led the Germans to believe that he was deliberately aiming at the " encirclement" of their country, but British policy in these years was die policy of British Governments, and though he approved and helped, he kept strictly within his boundaries as a constitutional sovereign. The expectation of Europe that his death would lead to a change of British policy was, therefore, not fulfilled, but in Great Britain it created a sense of loss and bereavement which men of all parties felt instinctively should be reflected in the conduct of affairs.
The Constitutional Conference
This was die view of the Prime Minister, and immediately after the King's funeral he approached Mr. Balfour, the leader of the Unionist party, and proposed a conference between party-leaders on the subjects in dispute between them, Mr. Balfour agreed, and the conference started work on June 17* The Government was represented by the Prime Minister, Mr. Lloyd George, Lord Crewe and Mr. Birrefl; and
1*5use of Lords, or abandon all policies to^^M^h. that House took exception. Before the rejection of tMnfeudgpt there had been many signs that the Liberal tide was                   ; after it there was every
